
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Wot\{ anb Morltera. 



The board of study at Cambridge has recommended the appointment of a 
lecturer in Aramaic. 

Rev. Hiram Brigham has lately seen the completion of the printing of 
the Bible in the language of the Gilbert Islands. The translation was begim 
in 1859. 

A NARRATIVE of the two journeys of Mrs. Lewis to the Convent of Mt. 
Sinai, and of her discovery of the Syriac manuscript of the gospels, will soon 
be published. 

The discussion, now in progress, of the question whether the language of 
the Hittites is Semitic is likely to take on a new phase. Professor Jensen 
claims to have deciphered the Hittite texts, and to find the language Indo- 
European. 

The railroad from Jaffa to Jerusalem is but the beginning of railroad inva- 
sion of the Orient. The Syrian Ottoman Railway is now being built, extending 
from Haifa to Damascus. Soil was broken at the Haifa end, with appropriate 
ceremonies, some months ago. 

The Bodleian Library has lately obtained five parchment leaves of Pales- 
tinian Syriac, one of which is a fragment of Numbers, all the others of the 
Pauline epistles. These are of interest as being, except a fragment of Gala- 
tians, the only extant portions of the Palestinian versions of Pauline epistles. 

Professor Sayce, writing from Egypt, announces that he thinks he has 
discovered the site in Upper Egypt where British soldiers were encamped in 
the days of the Roman Empire. The mutations of history are singular. 
British soldiers again hold Upper Egypt in check, but now the seat of author- 
ity is removed from the Tiber to the Thames. 

A NEW volume of the late Bishop Lightfoot's papers, entitled Biblical Mis- 
cellanies, is soon to be published. Another work to be out soon is A Short 
Proof that Greek Was the Language of Christ, by Professor Roberts. Three 
posthumous works by Professor Hort will also be brought out by Macmillan : 
his Hulsean Lectures, Lectures on Judaic Christianity, and Lectures on Romans 
and Ephesians. 

On May 7 Dr. Martineau, at the University Hall Settlement, delivered a 
lecture on the Gospel of Peter. He placed the date at 1 30 A. D. He argues 
that Justin Martyr used this document, and that its discrediting and final dis- 
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appearance was due to the heresy involved in the phrase, " He kept silence, 
feeling no pain." Dr. Martineau holds that the fragment is based on sources 
independent of our gospels. 

Professor Sayce declares that the so-called Phoenician inscription, 
lately discovered near Jaffa, is a forgery. Sidonian forms of characters of 
the fifth century B. C. are mixed with Moabite forms of the ninth century 
B. C. One character is used which does not exist in Phoenician. The name 
of King Mesha is copied from the Moabite Stone, but in such a way as shows the 
forger did not understand its meaning. The forgery is not even a skilful one. 

A MEMORIAL to Professor Hort has been proposed, part of which is to 
provide for a fund in Cambridge for the encouragement of theological science. 
It is proposed that the fund assist scholars to collate manuscripts in foreign 
libraries, for the preparation of a critical edition of the early Fathers ; to do 
the same for cursive manuscripts in Eastern libraries, for the larger edition of 
the Septuagint ; and to reproduce a photographic facsimile of the Codex Bezae 
in the Cambridge Library. 

The excavations at Tel el Hesy, the ancient Lachish, are still carried on 
as before, under the charge of Mr. T. J. Bliss. The chief find of interest 
lately has been a furnace containing iron slag, which can hardly be other than 
a primitive blast-furnace. Its date is put from 1400 to 1500 B. C, four to five 
hundred years earlier than iron implements were found in the mound. Mr. 
Bliss raises the question, if early iron implements have not been destroyed by 
rust, while bronze implements of the same date remained intact. 

A CRITICAL edition of the Hebrew text of the Old Testament will be the 
product of an international effort under the editorship of Professor Paul 
Haupt, of Johns Hopkins University. It is to be accompanied, in separate vol- 
umes, by German and English translations. Both text and translations will be 
given, with critical notes, those in the translation being mainly historical and 
archaeological. The text of Job, prepared by Professor Siegfried, is now out. 
The others are expected to follow rapidly. This edition will contain more 
and better arranged textual material than any edition yet published. 

Scarcely has the new Syriac manuscript of the gospels been announced 
to the public than follows the death of one of the scholars who were engaged 
in its transcription, Professor R. L. Bensley, of Cambridge. He was well - 
known as a Hebrew and Syriac scholar. For a time he held in Cambridge 
the readership of Arabic. He had published little, the most important being 
a treatise on the Latin fragment of Fourth Ezra. His health failing, he went 
to Cairo last winter, devoting himself to a study of manuscripts from the libra- 
ries of that city. He also accompanied Professor Harris to the Convent of 
St. Catharine at Mt. Sinai, and assisted in transcribing the manuscript of the 
newly-found Syriac gospels. Professor Bensley, in addition to his work of 
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teaching, had charge of the Oriental books of the Cambridge library, and gave 
much time to library work. 

Herr Baurath Schick, the well - known architect, a resident at Jerusa- 
lem, has a long letter in the Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration 
Fund for April, 1893, on the site of Calvary. The letter is largely a personal 
narrative of his years of work on this problem of Jerusalem topography. 
From 1846, when he first became familiar with the problem, to 1883, he 
believed, though he was conscious that he did not hold the proofs, that the tra- 
ditional site, that of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, was wrong. In 1883, 
excavations near the church proved, as he believed, that the ancient second 
wall ran just south of the present church, leaving the traditional mound of 
Calvary to the north. This led him to believe that the traditional site of Cal- 
vary was very likely, not of course certainly, the true site. This position he 
still holds, though most Protestant scholars place the true site at one or another 
place north of the present city. It may be a question, however, whether Herr 
Schick's arguments may not finally win. In the beginning of his letter he 
says, regarding the whole question, " I have never considered this matter of 
such great importance, as though our salvation depended upon it, but am 
rather convinced that the Lord has so ruled that there should always be some 
uncertainty about it." 



